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The President’s Report 
By John J.Kelleher 


Previous columns have dealt with 
our attempts to revitalize SOWP by 
modifying the membership eligibility 
requirements. The jury is still out on 
this matter. Meanwhile, we have been 
beating the bushes to find new mem- 
bers under the existing eligibility cri- 
teria. 


There is some progress in recruiting 
new members from such organizations 
as the Airways and Air Communicas- 
tions Service (see below), and others. 
Meanwhile, it has become evident that 
regardless of the outcome of these 
activities, the Society should mend its 
fences and continue to function as was 
intended by our founder, Bill Breni- 
man. To this end, we have activated 
the prescribed procedure for electing 
new officers. 


The most recent election of SOWP 
Officers and Board of Governors was 
for the 1990/1991 term. Article VIII of 
SOWP By-Laws provides for an elec- 
tion every two years. However, it is 
now nearly five years since the last 
election. Meanwhile, time has taken its 


toll, and we now have eight known 


vacancies. Therefore, we are proceed- 
ing with an election, with the objective 
of having a new slate elected and 


installed for the 1996/1997 term. To 
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this end, the required three-man 
Nominating Committee has been 
established, with John Swafford, 
(783-V) as Chairman, with Art Scher- 
merhorn (3868-P) and Bob Elder 
(4587-V) as members. We have also 
queried incumbent officers regarding 
their willingness to stand for reelec- 
tion. 


It is anticipated that a slate of officers 
can be identified in time for publication 
in the Christmas issue of the Bescon 
and that the newly elected officers can 
take office early in 1996. 


Several related matters should be 
considered as part of the election 
process. These include: 


Reducing the number of Vice Pre- 
sidents, primarily by combining func- 
tions, and doing away with those 
functions which no longer appear to be 
essential to the future activities of the 
Society. In this connection, our Execu- 
tive Secretary has noted that the 
principal problem, in any volunteer 
organization he’s been associated with, 
is to identify people who are willing to 
stand for office. This is particularly 
pertinent to an organization such as 
SOWP, where the cost of participating 
is borne by the individual. This and 
other factors make it difficult if not 
impossible to have face-to-face meet- 
ings of our officers, thereby increasing 
the imporance of conducting business 
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via telephone, regular mail, E-mail and 
amateur radio. 


Extending the term of the incoming 
officers (including the Board of Gover- 
nors) to four years, so that we are not 
faced with the task of recycling the 
election process almost continuously. 


Revising the By-laws as necessary to 
formalize and implement these 
changes. This action must, of course, 
await the result of the election and of a 
referendum to determine whether the 
proposed changes shall become per- 
manent. 


We are still struggling with the 
dilemma of whether SOWP will alter 
its identity in a manner which will not 
diminish the organization or its mem- 
bers, or resign itself to becoming a 
“last man club”. Whatever the out- 
come, it is not served by becoming 
stagnant. Let us at least continue on 
our original course until we get new 
sailing orders. 


Note: For those SOWPers who are 
not familiar with AACS, the organiza- 
tion began prior to WW-II as the 
Army Airways Communications Sys- 
tem within the Army Air Force. 
Shortly after WW-II the name was 
changed to the Air Communications 
Service, then to the Airways and Air 
Communication Service. The Army 
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Air Force became the U.S. Air Force 
when the Department of Defense was 
created in 1947, and soon afterward 
AACS was changed to the Air Force 
Communications Service, then in 1979 
to the Air Force Communications 
Command. 


Members of these organizations 
continue their association today under 
the banner of the AACS Alumni 
Association, to whom we have exten- 
ded an invitation to join SOWP, which 
we reported briefly in the World 


Wireless Beacon in June, 1995. 
- 73, Jack Kelleher 
The Secretary Says... 


By Waldo T. Boyd 


I’m slowly catching-up on the 
overdue replies to incoming correspon- 
dence. When you send a change of 
address or notification of something 
affecting your membership record, 
please be assured that this is handled 
top priority, and entry is made on the 
same day it is received. Only a half- 
dozen Beacon’s, give or take a couple, 
were returned for better address after 
the June mailing. 


Do try to notify us in advance 
here in Geyservile when you are about 
to move. If your telephone number 
changes we'd like to have the new 
number. Also, when you acquire a 
computer and modem, send us your 
E-mail address. 


We have had new applicants for 
membership this past quarter. Some of 
these are members of GIRA and 
AACS who saw our invitations to 
inquire about SOWP. Nearly all are 
ex-pro’s. Check the listing of new 
members in The Beacon. 


Please Note: New members who 
used the application blanks included in 
the Beacon should send me a resume 
of your background in communica- 


tions for placement in your life-mem- 
bership file. 


There’s an occasional news story in 
the technical press concerning the 
GMDSS (the satellite-based system 
that is supplanting our CW mode of 
ship-to-shore communication). Some 
of these stories heap uncritical praise 
on the system. If you run across one 
of these letters-to-the-editor or articles 
in your favorite periodical, please do 
send us a copy with your own com- 
ments appended. Does the writer have 
professional expertise and knowledge 
fitting him/her to evaluate the system? 
Do you see any breaks in the chain of 
logic used? I will write to the editor of 
the publication if there is an evident 
point of order, so be sure and include 
the periodical’s masthead blurb --that 
is, the name, address, E-mail address, 
or other identification of the magazine 
or newsletter. 


-73...Walt (See Column 3. - Editor) 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
CHOSEN for COMING 
ELECTION 


As noted in the President’s column, 
a nominating team has been identified. 
The Committee includes John Swaf- 
ford as Chairman and Art Schermer- 
horn and Bob Elder as Committee 
members. 


We must identify people who are 
willing to stand or run for office. You 
are all urged to place in nomination 
any member who you consider suitable 
for the position(s). Contact a Commit- 
tee member and he will take it from 
there. We urge you to take this action 
as soon as possible to give our Com- 
mittee members sufficient time to con- 
tact the nominees. 


John Swafford, 783-V Chairman, 
2025 N. Kensington St, Arlington, VA 
22205. 


(Continued, Col. 3) 


Arthur E. Schermerhorn, S05 E. 
Mohawk St., Malvern, OH 44644. 


Robert D. Elder, 27 Apricot Lane, 
Liverpool, NY 13090 
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A Case in (counter) Point 


(The following letter appeared in Num- 
ber 2-95 of U.S. Coast Guard publica- 
tion Aagwer Bulletin) - Editor 


Dear Amer Bulletin.: 


I would like to comment on what 
many of the people that sail as radio 
officers (and those that depend on us 
for the services we perform) see as 
one of the very real concerns we have 
with the implementation of GMDSS. 
That concern is the apparent lack of 
real specificiations as to what should 
constitute “commercial” quality equip- 
ment that should be utilized under 
GMDSS. 


I have inspected a number of 
GMDSS ready consoles to date and 
see a great amount of equipment that 
may be useful for the pleasure market 
but should have no place on a com- 
mercial vessel plying the waters of the 
world. 


There is a very real difference 
between pleasure-market equipment 
and heavy commercial-use type equip- 
ment. The equipment that I use as a 
radio officer on a ship is used con- 
tinually and if there is a weakness, it 
shows. My equipment gets continual 
and sometimes hard use and lesser 
electronics will only fail when needed 
most. 


A good example of this problem of 
the demands put on electronics, | 
sailed on a vessel for a short voyage 
from the East Coast of the United 
States to Puerto Rico and then back to 
Houston, Texas. The SITOR 
transceiver was a very inexpensive SSB 
transceiver (Continued, Page 3) 
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with a SITOR Modem. I called WLO 
once with it and the very fragile 
Transmit/Receive fell apart as it wasn’t 
made for the continual on/off again 
action that is SITOR. With that one 
call the ship SITOR and only SSB 
Transceiver failed. If it had been the 
usual USA ship, it would have meant 
the ship’s 2182 (kHz emergency alert- 
ing) transmitter was out, too. 


There are also many conflicting 
Opinions as to what constitutes proper 
backup power sources in a GMDSS 
console. No two manufacturers | have 
seen so far have agreed entirely on the 
question of proper backup power 
sources. 


The equipment wiring shows it too. 
I have witnessed a number of yearly 
inspections where it was noted that as 
a GMDSS console the ship failed, but 
in the original port of inspection it had 
passed. Why aren’t those console types 
inspected or approved before they are 
sold and installed? These consoles are 
being made in small radio shops. Each 
are different and few are using com- 
mercial quality equipment. 


We seem to have government 
agencies that don’t want to address the 
real problems of implementing 
GMDSS . These agencies also offer 
little instruction and guidance as to 
what ship owners should or can install 
to meet GMDSS requirements. 


While there are many radio officers 
that fear for their jobs, there also are a 
large number of us that are truly 
concerned with the safety of life of 
those that remain at sea. We have 
seen too many pieces of equipment 
purchased not because they provided 
proper service for the job at hand but 
for their price. 


The era of the 500 kHz has come to 


a close. Let’s close this chapter and 


The “Aclulle Lauro” fire prompted a major rescue operation 


Open a new and even safer chapter at 
sea - not one where vessels are unable 
to contact authorities when necessary. 


Regards, 


Clifford R. Ward Radio Electronics 
Officer and Commercial Marine Ser- 
vice Technician, Bullard, Texas, USA. 


SOWP Editor’s Note - (This lette 
quoted in entirety from AA/VER 
BULLETIN 2-9. 


Editorial - 
Selective Truth-Telling 


In the same issue of Ager Bulletin 
is a sharply headlined article, "GMDSS 
CRITICS SILENCED" which the 
Bulletin reprinted from Ocean Vorce 
Magazine. hat periodical selectively 
suggests that GMDSS _ performed 
promptly and without fault in a multi- 
vessel sea rescue that spanned more 
than cight hours on 30 November, 
1994. On that day the Italian cruise 
ship Ache Lauro caught fire off the 
coast of Somalia and was eventually 


_ abandoned. 


A "Rescue Timetable” with the article 
begins "05:20 - Cornzedale Express 
relays distress call (via Inmarsat to 
Stavanger, Norway MRCC)." The 


problem with the Ocean Voice article 
begins right here! No mention is made 
about when the first distress signals 
were sent from the Ac4ie Lauto or 
by what means, although a graphic 
indicates that VHF was used to alert 
the first ship in the relay chain. This 
was ACV Fidalia” HSDL which infor- 
med Corredale Express ot the cruise 
ship’s distress. But gether Achille 
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aw ume! MW Fidalio used MORSE 


CODE on 500 KHz to start the 
"Rescue Timetable". Thus, distress 
communications obviously _ started 


sometume before 05:20, but the Time- 
table mentions that not at all! 


Why did not Ac4iHe Lauro send its 
distress call via satellite? Had she lost 
power during her own fire-fighting 
efforts - thereby rendering GMDSS 
unusable? She may have had to use 
VHF as a last resort to contact 
HISDL. The unsung Radio Officers 
aboard MW Fidalto and Corrredale 
Express and 1,000 Achille Lauro pas- 
sengers were fortunate to have had 
500 kHz MORSE available. That “out- 
moded"” system, not GMDSS, began 
the events which enabled the saving of 
many lives. GMDSS CRITICS ARE 
NOT SILENCED! (Nor Kidded!) 


SOWP Salutes ..... 


Here’s a_ verbatim quote from a 
letter received recently from member 
Red Stephens, 2927-V: 


“It would be nice if the Society 
would make note in one of its forth- 
coming publications that Mr. 
Edward Kincaide, 4876-SSGP, rea- 
ched a century of life on this planet on 
August 25, 1995. 100 years of age is 
indeed an accomplishment. I believe he 
is the most senior of the sparkers in 
the Society, having worked his first 
station in 1914, a U.S. Coast (revenue) 
Cutter. 


“Eddy Kincaide, still an active 
Amateur Operator (KA1IVQ), said in 
a recent correspondence, ‘I make a few 
calls weekly on 40 meters, 15 meters 
not gud (sic)... As we read in the news, 
things not going well in our society.’ 
(I'm sure he was not referring to 


SOWP). 


“Again, I would like to repeat a 
statement he has made to me before in 
correspondence. ‘Growing to old age 
(is) not easy(,) Life has its problems(,) 
some people do better than others.’ " 


According to SOWP records, 
Kincaide served aboard the SENECA, 
Coast Guard Cutter, call sign NRS; 
the GRESHAM, NRG; the YAMA- 
CRAW, NRY; the tender MAN- 
GROVE, NAMV; tender AZALEA?? 
(writing unclear). His first ship is listed 
as 1914/1915, ACUSHNET, Coast 
Guard Revenue Cutter, call sign NRU. 
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In July, 1991, OST carried a feature 
story on Mr. Kincaide by Rick Booth, 
KMi1G, which the Beacon quoted in 
its issue for June, 1992. Eddie’s story 
bears repeating, so here are some 
excerpts from that article. - Editor 


Novice ham Eddie Kincakis, KATIVQ 
{SOWP 4876 SSGP) born in 1895, 
licensed in 1987. pxt0f cometesh oF 
tie fest Coast Guard Oeste 


Eddie’s den is a place of plentiful 
pictures and clippings. Many are religi- 
ous, for Eddie is a devout man. But 
many more show him in his glory days, 
in a Coast Guard uniform of yore. To 
the last, they are astonishing images, 
these pictures, windows on the dawn of 
the Coast Guard. 


“T enlisted when I was 17 years old,” 
Eddie says, after delivering a hand- 
shake like mild steel. ‘I was in when it 
changed over to the Coast Guard in 
1915, I was on the old Acushnet then.” 


Eddie says “changed over,” but 
merged is more like it. The Cutter 
Service and US Lifesaving Service 
joined that year, using the name Coast 
Guard for the first time (the Light- 
house Service merged in 1939). Wood- 
row Wilson was President of the 
United States. “My father wanted me 
to go to college,” Eddie says, “but I 
wasn’t college timber.” He didn’t enlist 
out of high school, because he never 
finished high sckool. Never even atten- 
ded. Didn’t finish grammar school, 
either, although he did some time 
there: “Things were different back 
then,” he says with a shrug. 


Our Quiet "Century-Man" 


A New Bedford son of a Portuguese 
mother and an English father, young 
Eddie Kincaide learned early about the 
streets, the docks and the sea. He 
chose the sea. “I served in the First 
District in Boston, and in the old Sixth 
District in Charleston, South Carolina. 
We were based in Woods Hole, the 
Acushnet was, and we patrolled off the 
coast of New England.” Not everything 
is the same, though: “After I made 
radioman, I got $17.50 a month.” 


“T remember when I made chief,” 
Eddie says, smiling. “The test was 300 
questions. I took it for an hour in the 
morning, and an hour in the after- 
noon, everv day for 11 days.” Though 
he liked the Coast Guard and was 
good in his rate, other considerations 
began to take over Eddie’s life. He 
married in 1919, and by 1922 he and 
Eva wanted something different. So, 
Eddie Kincaide left the service after 
eight years and five months. His first 
job was nearly back in the fold, as a 
civilian on tenders of the US Light- 
house Service, which hadn’t yet mer- 
ged with the Coast Guard. Later, 
Eddie hooked up with a coffee and tea 
distributorship at an outlet in New 
Bedford, where he eventually be-came 
manager. He stayed there 37 years. 
Eddie also had a part-time job. “I 
founded Kincaide Candy Company in 
1945. The candy kitchen is still in the 
basement.” 


He sold his car when he was 90, 
("Didn’t want to pay $15,000 for 
another car. Might last longer than I 
did")...he gets around well, no walker 
or cane....He gets out with his radio, 
talking to folks from around the 
country and around the world... Few of 
them guess they’re talking with one of 
a dwindling breed, one who remembers 
a time when there was no radio at all. 


Wartime Remembrances 


HAMS’ SIGNALS 
SAVE CREW AND AIR- 
CRAFT 


By Helmut K. “Al” Seike, 5057-V, 
AA8GQ (ex DL9DQ) 


With a German Air Transport 
Group, Palermo, Sicily, 1943: 


Our orders were to fly from Catania, 
Sicily, a cargo of 2 tons of Army-tents 
to the oasis Siwa, 29.2N, 25.5E. We 
took off at 23:00 and sneaked across 
the Mediterranean at wave-top level to 
circumvent the Brit’s RADAR on 
Malta. Since that distance ranged on a 
JU-52’s operational limits, we flew at 
reduced air speed to conserve fuel. 


At 06:30 next morning with six more 
hours to go, we had reached Benghasi, 
Libya, unmolested. Then three hours 
later, the left engine’s oil pump failed. 
Having become even slower now, we 
just would arrive at our destination a 
bit later, we thought. However, shortly 
afterwards, because of spark plug pro- 
blems, the right engine began running 
rough and we had to cut its power. 
With only one engine and although at 
full throttle, we now were losing alti- 
tude, slowly but steadily, and so as not 
to crash, we decided upon an emer- 
gency landing. 

Now here we sat: 190 miles back to 
Benghasi, and 170 miles to our destina- 
tion, in a rocky, sandy, vegetationsless, 
no-man’s land. Since the sun already 
was beating down near vertically, we 
tried getting some relief under our 


aircraft’s wings. Not for long, however, 
as there, we were virtually eaten alive 
by sand fleas. Only God knows where 


The year 1995 has seen many articles in the 
popular press in which “those who were there" put 
heir memories of World War II in print’ Here are 
hree such stories by SOWP members. - Editor. 


in this forsaken desert this pest might 
have come from. Thus, back into the 
plane. But here, we became roasted 
instead since without the slightest bit 
of air movement, inside temperature 
rose to over 115F. One would get 
burnt if touching the plane’s aluminum 
structure. Misery got worse yet as at 
night the temperature dropped to 45F 
and by 04:00, one’s skin was covered 
with sticky residue. 


Attempts to contact our base, 800 
miles away, on 3 to 6 MHz, with 70 
Watt, an 18 ft long antenna, 15 ft 
above bone dry ground, were fruitless 
during daytime. So I tried that after 
sunset. Through three nights, from 
dusk to dawn, I combed the band but 
nobody ever answered. 


With our water supply gone, the 
situation now became grave. Certainly, 
our unit would search for us when it 
became known to them that we hadn’t 
arrived at our destination, but that 
could take several days yet since a 
direct radio link between Army and 
Air Force didn’t exist. However, uncer- 
tain whether we might be able to hold 
out that long yet, I resorted in despair 
to a last, although illegal, try: 


In those years, a handful of selected 
German hams possessed a special 
war-amateur radio license. Weekly, the 
amateur radio club’s (DASD) head- 
quarters in Berlin would transmit on 
80 m a bulletin which then all licensees 
acknowledged. These communications 
were due tonight, I remembered. So, I 


tuned the 80 m ham-band, hoping also 
to hear my friend, D4FMF, in Berlin. 


With great joy, 1 indeed heard with 
54 his QSL for the bulletin. Already 
hearing headquarters’ “QRU SK”, | 
began calling D4FMF. But it would 
have been unwise to identify myself by 
the plane’s call letters, NGVJ, as by no 
means, would he have been able to 
react. Instead, | used my first name, 
“Helmut”. A ridiculous undertaking 
perhaps, but which I couldn’t have 
tried on any other of the hams who 
were tuned in. 


My heart was pounding up to my 
ears. Had he heard my calls? Would 
and could he answer and how? The 
seconds of silence following seemed an 
eternity. But then, I heard a “K”; 
nothing else, however. That could have 
come only from my friend, I figured, 
and therefore, I sent this open text 
message: 


“30.6 N 27.6 E WATER OILPUMP 
SPARK PLUGS QSP PALERMO 
SRK”. 


Silence... But then I received a 
single “dit” on CW which convinced 
me he had received my message and 
therefore would initiate action im- 
mediately. He told me later that he had 
received my transmission at only S82, 
but hams know how to cope with that! 


Although very well aware of the fact 
that in wartime, transmission of un- 
coded text was strictly forbidden, | 
could have cared less. Better to face a 
court-martial than having to sit here 
miserably to rot away. If I had sent an 
eventually coded message it would 
have been completely useless for my 
friend, Franz. 


It was about 21:00 that night when 
he had sent that single “dit”. His 
alerting officers at the Air Force’s 
High Command, Berlin, their search 
for a “Helmut” within combat groups 
stationed at Palermo, and identification 


Continued, Page 6 
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of his unit, took just about four hours. 
At around 03:00, a plane was dispat- 
ched from Palermo, carrying aircraft 
mechanics, water, food, fuel and repair 
parts, and before noon time, it had 
found us. I can’t recall how many 
gallons of water we consumed. After 
repairs had been made, we completed 
the mission; a bit groggy, though. 


The ordeal didn’t have a happy 
ending yet, as later on, Franz and I had 
to stand trial in war-courts for “viola- 
tion of war-communications laws, for 
illegal radio transmissions, and for 
sending uncoded text, jeopardizing 
combat units’ safety”. However, by 
High Commands’ intervention in Ber- 
lin and Rome, the allegations against 
us finally were dismissed. 
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Shuttles and Sunspots 
By Nelson W.Treadway 
4614-V, KISRF 


Thought I would put my 2¢ worth in 
and relate an incident that occured in 
WWII in the Italian Theater of war 
shortly after the cessation of hostilities 
there and before VE day. 


I was the 85th Infantry Division 
Signal Co. Message Center officer 
(WOJG) after having been through 
the ranks from Private to Staff Ser- 
geant in the Radio Operations section. 
I was soon transferred to the 34th 
Infantry Division Signal Co. for lacking 
3 points toward Stateside return. 
There I was Commissioned a 2nd Lt. 
and placed in charge of the Radio 
Operations Section. 


Shortly after the German Army had 
surrendered all troops in Italy, we 
received word that a small 100-man 
contingent of SS Troops had refused 
to surrender and were going to con- 
tinue fighting. A Task Force of Infan- 


try was sent to the area to either 
capture or eliminate tbese troops. | 
was ordered to send radio communica- 
tions with the Task Force as it was 
impossible to lay wire there. 


I sent my first unit, a team consisting 
of a Team Chief and two operators 
with our standard unit mobile equip- 
ment. This consisted of an SCR-193 
radio powered by a dynamotor and 
mounted in a 3/4-ton command car. 
The normal range for that unit was 25 
miles. When it got to a distance of 5 
miles from the base we lost contact. 
The sunspot cycle was at its worst then 
and QRN knocked out all contact. | 
dispatched another duplicate unit and 
when they reached the 5 mile point 
they too, lost contact. So I continued 
sending units out until five of my six 
SCR 193 units were in transit. 


At our base, about a half mile from 
the Division Command Post, was a 
small hill upon which I established tbe 
base station and ran out a dipole as a 
backup for the normal whip antenna. 
This unit consisted of an HO-30 sup- 
posedly “gas-proof” box inside which 
was a BC-610, 450 Watt Transmitter, a 
BC-312 Receiver (DC operated) and a 
BC-324 Receiver (AC _ operated). 
Power for the unit was a 110-Volt 
gasoline-operated generator located in 
a standard one-ton trailer towed 
behind the 6 x 6 truck in which the 
HO-30 box was mounted. This com- 
plete unit was known as an SCR-399. 


I reserved the last SCR-193 unit for 
communication between the SCR-399 
and the Command Post. The problem 
with this setup. even though it worked 
fairly well in the end, was that mes- 
sages from the Task force were given 
to the resident SCR-193 team which 
would drive back to where they could 
contact the next SCR-193 team in line. 
They would receipt for the message 
and drive back until they were able to 
contact the next SCR-193 team and so 


on until the last one was able to send 
the message to the SCR-399. They 
would then stay in place until the 
Commanding General sent his reply 
back via my base SCR-193 to the 
SCR-399 etc. shuttling in reverse of 
the previous message. This worked 
somewhat, but under the atmospheric 
conditions, the number of hills bet- 
ween the task force and the base, it 
was a wonder it worked at all. If it had 
been a crucial problem, I would have 
had to borrow Radio Teams from 
every Division in the area, which 
consisted of two! 


The Task force did cause the SS 
Troop to surrender after they were 
convinced they had no chance of 
survival otherwise. 


Shortly after this incident, the 34th 
Division began to be used as a State- 
side Carrier Division and I was trans- 
ferred to the 88th Infantry Division 
Signal Co. as I still lacked 1 point for 
discharge! I finally did get home in 
March of 1946 to my wife whom I had 
married on a three day pass while we 
were staging at Ft. Dix, NJ. We must 
bave done something right as we have 
been married for 51 years! 
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Do you have a wartime experience 
to share with your fellow SOWP 
members? Send it along and we'll try 
to include it in a coming issue of the 
Beacon. 


Editor’s Note: William C. Willmot, a 
former president of SOWP, was awar- 
ded the New Jersey Distinguished 
Service Medal in April, 1994 “for 
Distinguished Meritorious Service in 
ground combat against the armed 
enemy during World War Il in the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations.” 
His story follows. 


See Wartime - Page 7 
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THE WEST VISAYAN 
TASK FORCE 


By Bill Willmot, 784-V, K4TF 


With the Leyte campaign in the 
Philippines fast coming to an end in 
late 1944, General MacArthur was 
already assembling forces for the next 
landing on the island of Mindoro in 
the central Philippines. Before a land- 
ing could be made on the island of 
Luzon, Mindoro had to be seized and 
neutralized. It was essential that bases 
on Mindoro were available to provide 
air cover for the convoys that would 
land troops at Lingayen Gulf on the 
west coast of Luzon island. 


Mindoro island is about the size of 
the state of New Jersey and is very 
mountainous with some coastal plains 
along the east, northeast and south- 
east shores. Throughout much of the 
island, rain is a daily occurrence even 
in the dry season. Humidity is high and 
malaria and other tropical diseases are 
prevalent. Mindoro is the third largest 
island in the Philippines and was for 
the most part undeveloped. Few 
natural resources existed, and the 
terrain was generally unfavorable for 
much of anything. The seizure of 
Mindoro was to be conducted in a 
combined operation by an organization 
to be known as the West Visayan Task 
Force. 


The major attack force was to consist 
of the 19th Infantry Regiment of the 
U.S. 24th Infantry Division, the 503rd 
Parachute Infantry Regimental Com- 
bat team (an independent unit), and 
supplementary combat support ele- 
ments. It should be noted that the 
503rd had originally been scheduled to 
jump at Mindoro. However, because of 
an insufficient number of available 
aircraft at that time, it was decided to 
use the regiment as an amphibious 
group along with the 19th Infantry. 


Communications had made a major 
contribution to the success of the 
Philippine campaign up to this time. 
All levels of command recognized that 
the rapidly moving pace of the war 
required commanders to have a capa- 
bility for direct communications that 


were rapid and efficient. They also 

needed the ability to communicate 
directly with their support elements 
and sister services. 


On 11 December 1944, troops of the 
19th Infantry Regiment boarded trans- 
ports and landing craft at Tacloban 
(Leyte) for the trip to Mindoro. As 
soon as troops were settled aboard the 
ships, field radio stations were set up 
to monitor operation en-route. Howe- 
ver, once the convoy sailed, radio 
silence was put into effect. To preclude 
any possibility of accidental transmis- 
sions, all telegraph keys were collected 
and locked up. The convoy sailed on 
12 December 1944, and on the night of 
December 12-13, passed through 
Suriga Strait between Leyte and Min- 
danao. The convoy was a fairly large 
one with ships of all sizes and types 
and reached as far as the eye could 
see. 


The first day out, the trip was 
uneventful. However, late in the 
second day, an air raid was announced 
and a number of Japanese Zeros 
attacked the convoy. During this raid, 
this author’s ship was spared any direct 
hits. Thanks to the numerous 20-mm 
and 40-mm anti-aircraft guns aboard 
the ship, the planes could not get in 
close enough to cause any real trouble. 
Unfortunately, however, during this 
same raid, one plane did get through 
the anti-aircraft fire and crash-dived 
the U.S.S. Nashville, the convoy’s flag- 
ship. The crash resulted in consider- 
able damage, killing 130 and wounding 
another 190 sailors. The damage was 
so extensive that the Nashville had to 
drop out of the convoy and head back 


to Leyte with the destroyer USS Stan- 
ley providing protection. Later that 
same afternoon, another attack took 
place and a destroyer, USS Haraden, 
was severely damaged with 15 killed 
and 25 wounded. She also had to leave 
the convoy and return to Leyte. Dur- 
ing this latest attack, our ship sutfered 
two hits and two fires were started. 
Fortunately, the fires were quickly 
extinguished, and we suffered no 
casualties. 


The actual landing on Mindoro was 
scheduled to take place at 0730 hours 
on 15 December, 1944. While troops 
were preparing to disembark, General 
Quarters was sounded. Since all 
personnel were already at their battle 
stations, it took only seconds for the 
ship to be completely battle-ready. 


In the first air attack by the Japanese 
on the morning of the landing, some 
25 enemy planes took part. Eight were 
shot down. However, two LSTs, 
LST472 and LST 738 were so badly 
damaged they had to be sunk by the 
Navy. The destroyer USS Moale 
sustained some damage from exploding 
ammunition aboard LST 738 while 
attempting to rescue survivors in the 
water. 


The field radio station of our unit of 
the 19th Infantry consisted of an SCR 
284 transmitter/recetver mounted in a 
3/4-ton truck. On the morning of the 
landing, telegraph keys were reissued 
and all operators were briefed on the 
call signs and frequencies that would 
be used upon landing. The radio truck 
was the first vehicle to leave our LST 
and one of the first vehicles to land on 
the beach. Radio silence was lifted 
immediately upon landing on the beach 
and we promptly established contact 
with regimental headquarters of the 
19th Infantry Regiment, which was still 
aboard an LST, and with the 503rd 


See Wartime - Page 8 


Wartime - From Page 7 


which had landed adjacent to us and 
was pushing inland. 


A couple of hours after the landing, 
the second air raid of the morning 
took place with Japanese planes straf- 
ing and bombing landing craft on the 
beach, the beaches themselves, and 
anything else in sight that moved. 
Before the day was over, four more air 
raids took place. Fortunately, because 
of our dispersion and camouflage, 
damage was light with only a few 
casualties. 


By nightfall of the first day of the 
landing, the beachhead was secure. 
However, to prevent infiltration, all 
units were required to maintain tight 
security. 


On 17 December, a vicious typhoon 
hit the area. Most of the damage 
caused by this storm was sustained by 
the Navy. The storm caused the loss of 


three destroyers. In addition, some 200 
aircraft were wrecked and another 28 
ships received varying amounts of 
damage; The loss in lives amounted to 
780 men killed, which was more than 
were lost due to enemy action for the 
entire Mindoro operation. A few days 
after the landing, we were alerted that 
the Japanese might try a landing of 
their own to retake Mindoro. We were 
therefore ordered to dig in on the 
beaches. Our radio truck was moved 
further back from where we had 
originally located it. The new site had 
a good depression in the earth and this 
provided some protection for the vehi- 
cle. The new position did degrade our 
signal a bit because of the many palm 
trees; however, because of the rela- 
tively short distance between stations, 
this was no problem. 


Looking back, it seems as though 
most of our radio activity was primarily 
involved in sending the dreaded QQQ 


signal. For those who may have forgot- 
ten this frequently used Q_ signal, 
QQO-I was used for an air raid alert; 
QQQ-2 was air raid in progress; and 
QQOQ-3 was the signal for an All Clear. 


On December 26, the day after 
Christmas, in the early hours of the 
morning, a Japanese naval task force, 
consisting of 2 cruisers and 6 des- 
troyers, sailed within shelling range of 
Mindoro and bombarded the beaches 
and nearby airfields for some 40 
minutes before withdrawing. Again, we 
got off luckily with only minor damage. 
It appears that after this episode, the 
Japanese finally realized that they had 
lost the island of Mindoro. At this 
point, the air raids tapered off and by 
the end of December, the island was 
securely in American hands. 
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OUR COMPUTER GOOFED! 


In our last issue, we ran a short 
item on page 9 from Jack Casebeer, 
0690-V, K6CE. In the story, our com- 
puter used the WRONG CALL SIGN 
to identify member Ralph Emerson, 
5097-M. His call sign is W7WE. After 
we awarded 10 demerits to our com- 
puter, it meekly apologized to Laird M. 
Wise, 2447-P, W7CE! 
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SIGNALS from 
NORTHWEST PASSAGE 


”..ESIDRX/MM QTH 68 NORTH 
111 WEST...” 


“That was part of an unusual QSO 
I had on Friday, September 1, 1995 at 
1952. UTC,” says Robert Myhre, 
4794-P, AD4XC, Crossville, TN. 


“The station I was working on 
18.072 MHz signed ESIDRX/MM. 
The Op said his name was Alex, R/O 
aboard DSS LIVONIA, a research 


the 


ship operating under Canadian orders, 
but flying the Estonian flag. Alex said 
the LIVONIA was formerly a pas- 
senger vessel. I told him I was a former 
merchant marine radio officer. 


“Since I’m a history buff on the 
Northwest Passage, I checked the 
QTH in my World Atlas as soon as 
the QSO was over. ESIDRX was in 
Coronation Bay, near a village named 
Coppermine at Latitude 67.49 North, 
Longitude 115.64 West. 


“But I forgot to ask Alex a most 
important question - did his ship reach 
the Northwest Passge from the East 
coast or via the Pacific and around 
Alaska? He did not respond to my 
query of QRD? (Your destination?) 


Next time, Robert! 
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A “Thank You" Note 
Bellingham, WA : 
Dear Mr. Boyd: 


My dues expired as of December 31, 
1993. I wish to continue full member- 
ship in good standing for at least the 
next three years. Therefore, please 
note the enclosed dues: 3 x $15.00 = 
$45.00, plus an extra $15.00 for the 
general fund, for a total of $60.00. 


I have enjoyed the Society and the 
camaraderie since I first signed up in 
November 1980 as a regular member, 
number 3562-M, as sponsored by since 
departed member George Onsum, 
W7IC. Prior to that, I was affiliated 
with the number TA-10. 


My mother, Priscilla B. Righter, 
WATYOI, became a member also, 
inheriting my former TA-10 number. 
She passed away on December 29, 


1987. 
Thanks to Bill Breniman, and to all 
See "Thank You" - Page 20, Col. 3 
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Incoming Mail 


PRISONER in IRAN 
By Hans Buehler, 3028-M, HB9XJ 
Zurich, Switzerland 
11 January, 1995 
Dear Ted 


It was nice talking to you today. 
I also remember the cw contact we had 
a couple of years ago on 40 Meters on 
7027 Khz in CW at 1015 hours Swiss 
local time, when you checked into the 
EDELWEISS SOWP net. This was 
quite a DX contact. 


Well, in 1992 I was “absent” from 
the Edelweiss SOWP net for 9 1/2 
months, since I was held back from 
returning home from a business trip in 
Iran. Why I was arrested and charged 
with “espionage” is still not clear. 


There may have been political and 
economic motives behind it. Relations 
between Iran and Switzerland at the 
time were bad, since in December 1991 
an Iranian national by the name of 
Sarhadi was arrested in Berne, Switzer- 
land and questioned whether he had 
anything to do with the murder in 
Paris, France of the exiled Prime 
Minister of Iran, Shapur Bakhtiar, who 
had fled Iran in 1979. I was arrested in 
March 1992 in Tehran, Sarhadi was 
nevertheless extradited to France in 
May ‘92. 


But it has never been confirmed that 
I was a hostage for Sarhadi and/or if 
there were still other motives for my 
long captivity. 


I was released eventually on a §$ 1 
Million Dollar bail (!) and could retum 
to Switzerland but was later sentenced 
in absentia to 3 years imprisonment by 


the Iranians. For what really I still do 
not know, but since I did not return to 
Iran, they kept the 1 million bucks. 


Different countries, different uses 
and traditions ... 


The Iranian national, Sarhadi, was 
released from prison in France in 
December, 1994 and could return to 
Iran since he had been found innocent 
by a French court. 


Hopefully, an Iranian court will also 
one day find out that there was 
nothing with me; but politics could play 
a role also, as such things take time... 


In Iran, I was questioned almost daily 
for hours spanning five months, while 
staying in solitary confinment m a 
military prison, living in a cell measur- 
ing 2 by 3 meters. For the remaining 
four months I got a bed. Nice ! 


I do not know in which prison I was 
kept in Tehran, and also never saw 
anyone since I was blindfolded. Once a 
month I was allowed to see a represen- 
tative of the Swiss Embassy in Tehran. 
(The Swiss Embassy also represents 
American interests in Iran, since the 
USA has, since the hostage crisis in 
1979, when 52 Americans were held 
prisoner for 444 days in Tehran, 
severed diplomatic relations with Iran.) 


As mentioned, I was released by the 
Iranians. Using “many methods” they 
could not make me confess espionage 
activities since | knew nothing of the 
kind. Its is wonderful to have a good 
conscience in interrogations ! 


After having left the sea as R/O 
having been on several ships flying the 
Swiss flag, the Liberian flag, the Kuwait 
flag and also on a Motoryacht of 210 


feet length doing 25 knots with 7500 
horse-power with 3 propellers- flying 
the Austrian flag, I worked in the 
fishing-industry first in servicing the 
various electronic equipment on board 
some 200 ships worldwide and later as 
Fleet Manager running a fishing base 
in Kuching, Malaysia. 


At the age of 39, in 1979 I retumed to 
Switzerland and started to work world- 
wide, selling electronic ciphering equip- 
ment, mainly to Government custo- 
mers but this came abruptly to an end 
on 18 March 1992 when I was handcuf- 
fed out of a meeting in Tehran. 


The experience gained as a seaman 
from aboard ship as R/O surely helped 
me survive and not turn crazy in 
prison. What experience ? Well, having 
learnt to rely on oneself in difficult 
situations and not to panic when there 
were problems with radiocommunica- 
tions due to equipment failure, but to 
quietly assess problems and make first- 
hand repairs. 


That was my life during days in 
stormy North Atlantic weather and on 
the grain trade from Port Churchill in 
Hudson Bay to Europe, through ice in 
fog and turning the radar antenna by 
hand when its electric motor was full 
of water. 


Today, I watch the weather maps of 
the world’s oceans through computer 
databanks and on television with my 
family. 


-73...Hans 


P.S. Upon his return to Switzerland, a 
book was written about Hans Bueh- 


More Incoming Mail - Page 10 
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ler’s experiences, entitled “Verschlues- 
selt" (Ciphered). It was published by 
WERD Verlag, Zurich. It has 200 
pages and tells of Hans’ time in Iran, 
of his experiences at sea and his 
year-long research in 1993 to find the 
story behind the story of his arrest and 
the intriguing “games” played at 
Government and economic levels 
behind the scenes. 


The book is in German and has an 
Appendix of some 75 pages with many 
photographs and copies of documents 
on the case of “Hans Buehler, Pri- 
soner in Iran.” It is available from the 
author, Hans Buehler, Immenweg 15, 
8050 Zurich, Switzerland, 
(Tel 1-3124950). Price postpaid $25. 


News From The Edelweiss Net 


In his letter to the Editor, 
Hans Buehler, HB9XJ, a former net 
controller, included the following: 


"The SOWP EDELWEISS chapter 
net has been running nicely for many 
years now. Although initially created 
by SOWP member Erich Walter, 
(1536-M), HB9CHE, who spent a 
dozen years at sea as an R/O, mem- 
bers from Sweden, Denmark, Ger- 
many, the U.K. and Italy also join in at 
regular intervals. 


“Together with SOWP member 
Harald, (3630-V) HB9BYO, an old fist 
who was R/O on Swiss ships during 
World War II, we have had a good net 
going for many years. As of Ist 
January, 1995, Cliff, (3871-V) DJOOS, 
has taken over as Chief Operator and 
calls up the net now every Sunday 
morning on 7027 kHz at 1015 local 
Swiss time. 


“The following are callsigns of the 
most active SOWP CW participants in 
our net: 


DF2SL, YL Anny; DJOS, Cliff; 


DKSHE, Kurt; DLOBF, Hanswerner; 
HB9BYO, Harald; HB9CHE, Erich; 
HB9EBH, Ueli, HB9XJ, Hans; 
HB9ZV, Paul; I4YTE Urbano; 
OZICAR Jens; SM7FYK, Henning. 


“The actual list of SOWP members 
of the Switzerland chapter consisted of 
15 members at the end of 1994. 


- 73, ... Hans " 
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WHO COPIED NMN - AUTO ? 


That’s the question posed to Ye Ed 
recently on the Monday night Inland 
Seas CW net. 


When U.S.Coast Guard Master 
Station Atlantic/NMN (CAMSLANT) 
closed down its HF CW service at the 
start of the radio day 1 April 1995, it 
broadcast a fairwell message on three 
frequencies, each keyed manually by a 
Coast Guard Radioman. 


But there was a fourth frequency, 
5,870 kHz, on which the final message 
was keyed automatically, probably by 
computer. 


Hank Schultz, 4278-M, WI3U, asks 
anyone who copied and taped that final 
automatic CG message to drop him a 
line at 610 Young Rd., Apt. 1, Erie, 
PA 16509-3125. 
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SHIPMATES - AHOY! 


Earl Korf, 613-SGP, K2IC, drops in 
to report that "...John Bischoff,5138-M, 
KF4LD, has rejoined his tanker, the 
Sea Venture/WJMV, so I will have 
someone to track on my maritime 
chart until about mid-October. Dave 
Smallwood, 4624-M, N4HS, has retur- 
ned home after a 3-month trip to 
Singapore. Dave and I work Charles 
Hess, 688-P, N4HC, regularly. Charles 
is on a large LASH container ship, the 
Green Isle. Ray Maurstad, 2964-V, 
W3HUV, a regular on the SS Col- 


orado on the Gulf-to-Jacksonville, FL 
run, is enjoying shore leave while his 
tanker is in shipyard. Ray Sutcliff, 
4145-V, WIRND, is also enjoying 
shore leave from his West Coast to 
Gulf run. Ray will probably not go 
back to sea until after Christmas, if he 
does go back. And Henry Dale, 
4557-V, W3BNC, is back afloat on a 
hospital ship for a 3-month tour. He 
was in the Baltic when we QSOd. He 
did not take a ham rig along, but said 
he would write up a story for the 
Beacon. 


Earl also said he had received a 
letter from Dan Camillo, son of Matty, 
W2WB -SK. Matty’s wife, Marian, is 
in ill health and is now in Las Vegas at 
a rehab center recovering from a 
stroke. Dan said his father was 
working in the garden planting toma- 
toes the day he went into hospital. He 
died two days later from heart attack 
or stroke. Matty was in the same 
hospital as his wife. 


Dan wants to pass the word along 
that if anyone wants information on 
Matty or Marian to write him: 
Dan Camillo, 7453 Winterpine Ave., 
Las Vegas, NV 89117. 


Earl concludes " My long planned 
trip to California is still on hold. It’s 
been on hold for the last five years, 
but time is running out on me, so I’m 
going to do my best to make it this 
year.” 


(Many thanks for this report, Earl. 
It’s much appreciated! - Editor) 
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Volunter U.K. Rep Needed 


Ron Hill, 3950-V, G3SGQ, reports 
that SOWP still needs a representative 
to receive and forward to HQ the 
yearly dues payments of our United 
Kingdom members. Please send a 
note to Exec. Sec’y Walt Boyd at 
address on Page 20. 


PRESIDENT ADDS SPiS2- 
re COMING ELECTIONS 


On 07 September, 1995, SOWP 
President Jack Kelleher sent Executive 
Secretary Walt Boyd and the Editor 
the following: 


Suggest we all (You two, me, & 
nominating committee) use this format 
to keep track of “who’s on first”. Also, 
this will serve as a final check with you 
as to what VP slots we want to 
continue. As things stand, we propose 
to make Sr. VP also Chairman of 
BoG; Drop VP/Membership and VP/ 
Chapters, replace VP/Promotion and 
Public Affairs, and VP/Awards, with 
one VP for PR & Awards; and reduce 
BoG from nine to seven. The work 
sheet idea may seem trivial, but it helps 
us == me at least == to keep tabs on 
what we have done and what we have 
yet to do. 


73, Jack 


OFFICES/CANDIDATES 


OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
TREASURER 


PRESIDENT & CHAIRMAN, 
Board of Governors 


V.P. - COMMUNICATIONS 
V.P. - FINANCE AND AUDIT 
V.P.- INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


V.P.-PUBLIC RELATIONS & 
AWARDS 


V. P. - PUBLICATIONS 


BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


Chairman and seven members. 


From John P. 3998-P, 


Weise, 
W3BWG, 1924 4th St, Langhorne, PA 
19407: 


“Mr. Ted Phelps, SOWP. 


Dear OM: Greetings. Am writing to 
you to ask your advice on disposal of 
my first ticket, a First Class Radio- 
telegraph license issued in Phila. PA by 
the U.S. Dept of Commerce (Pre 
FCC) on 2/13/31 and Amateur License 
W3BWG, EXTRA, same date and 
place. My present tickets expire in 
1998. 


There is nobody here that is 
interested in preserving such docu- 
ments after my demise. My DOB is 
4/9/07. At present I have a number of 
physical problems, luckily I have a 
person who provides me with a home 
and caree My XYL passed away 
9/18/87. I listen to the SOWP net on 
Sat. am. but I cannot transmit (no 
antenna). I have other papers dealing 
with old Morse operations. Advise me 
when you can. TKS 73 GL & So Long 
de -John - W3BWG.” 
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Darrel C. Priest, 1180-SGP, 
WO9ORCN, 905 Harlan St, Plainfield, IN 
46168 wrote some time ago: “...I 
moved to this address in March 1984 
and sold all my Collins gear because of 
room restrictions. My old residense 
was just too much for an aging old 
man. So my last QSO was on 20 Dec. 
1984. My son, WB9UOL died on 7 
Dec. 1991. We enlisted in the Navy 
(WWII). I got as far as San Diego, 
but he made it to Okinawa. My 


spouse has diabetes and | check her 
blood sugar. On 9 Dec. 1994 she was 


in intensive care for 3 days - heart 
attack. My drivers license expired in 
Dec., but after getting new "cheaters" 
(glasses), I was able to pass. It’s a 
restricted license, good for a 5 mile 
radius. Not bad for a feller who was 
born 20 Dec. 1902. It’s only good for 
two years, so we will cross that bridge 
when 1995 arrives. I enjoy reading 
about other Sparks adventures....73" 
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Joe Licari, 4977-V, K4JEF, 3703 
Astral Ct, Richmond, VA 23234, 
writes: "...There are so few of us left 
who completed copy and sent reply 
with CW. I’m still using my old brass 
key purchased as surplus property. In 
this week in June °44 I was at Cher- 
bourg, France as a Radio Officer in 
Merchant Marine. -73, Joe" 
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Jack L. Smith, 5094V, W3HUG, 
5183 Bear Run Rd., Cranberry Twp. 
PA 16066-2107 wrote to Exec.Secy. 
Walt Boyd : “It’s a coincidence that 
your (dues reminder) letter came right 
after I got back from a meeting with 
Bob Elder, KA2ZNE, at our AACS 
reunion at Johnstown, PA (in June. 
1995). He and Russ Meese, W8RQ, 
and I were discussing SOWP and Bob 
told me to join you all on his (Yankee 
East Coast) net on Saturdays (0930 
ET on 40m) which I hope to. I have 
had at least 3 QSOs with Art, W8FEC, 
in the past 6 years since I got back into 
ham radio. I was a CW op in the 
AACS in WWII for 5 years. Had a 
license in 1950-55 (WOTXU) but let it 
expire. Got back into ham radio in 
1989 and so glad I did! And one more 
thing: I had the honor of copying the 
last message from the Coast Guard on 
CW and received their certificate..." 


(Editor’s Note: We'll bet these writers 
would enjoy so much hearing from 
their brother CW veterans!) 


‘The primary purpose and objective 
of the Society of Wireless Pioneers is 
that of collecting, researching, and 
recording the history of communica- 
tions - particularly that which relates to 
Hertzian waves and the wireless or 
radio-telegraph mode of the art’, so 
states the Information Sheet that was 
attached to our Society’s original mem- 
bership application form. A number of 
our members have already made con- 
tributions in this regard and I trust 
many more will do so before this 
valuable information, their personal 
wireless history, memories and 
research, is lost for all time. 


A while back I began collecting 
books written by SOWP members - 
books comprised of memoirs mostly 
but including also a documentary and 
a novel with a wireless background. No 
doubt technical material abounds but it 
is the human interest element that | 
seek. So far my small library consists 
of eight books and I certainly hope 
members will inform me of others. 
Aside from my own effort, Deep Sea 
Sparks, on the shelf are Radio noch 
Telegratisten [Birgitta Gustafsson; //7/ 
lm Johaay Sandison /3.S. himself, 
Crilan at Risk/Kenneth D. Blue; 
OTC | Ray Redwood; /cebound in the 
Siberman Arctic [Robert J. Gleason, /d2 
Was a TrampCmdr. E.J. Quinby; 7Ze 
Nymph and the Lamp Thomas H. 
Raddall (the latter two are now Silent 
Keys) and the most recently welcomed 
addition, QRV - A DXYERS LIFE 
FOR ME by Kirsti Jenkins-Smith, 
3534-M, VK9ONL, of Norfolk Island. 


ORV... is a slim volume of 189 
pages, well illustrated with many pho- 
tos and a few cartoons. As the title 
suggests, it is a delightful collection of 


__ Buoys and Gulls - by Olive / VEZEHA 
A Book Review - QRV- A DXer’s Life For Me 
By Kirsti Jenkins- Smith, VKONL 


of DX-ing experiences and observa- 
tions; seen through the eyes and ears 
of a former professional Sparks, now 
turned amateur operator. Kirsti writes 
with tongue-in-cheek humour (often 
cloaking semi-serious topics) and obvi- 
ously enjoys poking fun at herself. The 
chapters are short and it would spoil 
your enjoyment if I went into detail. So 
perhaps just listing some of the chap- 
ter titles might whet your appetites: - 
The Hazards of Radio Speak, Wel- 
come to my Shack, Taming of the 
Shrew, And a good Time was had By 
All, And Blessed be the XYL, The 
other Side of the Pileup, North of the 
Aurora, Who X-ed the YL?, Inside 
Bhutan, We could do with a Laugh. 


Are you interested? Let me add that 
some of the photos were taken at such 
locations as Bhutan, Willis Island, 
Svalbard, Norfolk Island, Heard Island, 
Japan, Western Samoa and Howland 
Island. Now you are hooked for sure. 
A word of warning - savour each page 
and chapter slowly. I couldn’t put 
ORV... down and suddenly found 
myself at the end, wanting more. 


There can be few amateur radio 
DXers who have not heard of Kirsti/ 
VKONL and her OM Jim/VK9ONS, and 
they undoubtedly will find OAK... 
enlightening and a great read. But this 
is a book that will appeal to all 
members whether they are ‘hams’ or 
not. Although primarily about the 
DX-ing aspect of amateur radio, Kirsti 


devotes two chapters to the alpha and 
omega of her professional wireless 
career - Farly Beginnings and Down 
Memoty'’s Lane. 


Kirsti grew up in the port town of 
Narvik in northern Norway, close to 
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ships and shipping all her young life. 
Like most northern Norwegians ,she 
comes from a long line of seafarers. In 
the neighbourhood where she grew up 
one could not avoid ships. The har- 
bour was right there with vessels 
coming and going on a regular basis. 


In April 1940, when the country was 
occupied by Germany, Narvik was shot 
to pieces and a considerable number of 
ships sunk in the harbour. The port 
entrance was later mined and Kirsti 
remembers watching one loaded iron 
ore carrier hit a mine and sink in a 
minute. 


At war’s end, salvage vessels came 
into Narvik and began raising many of 
the wrecks from the deep. Kirsti and a 
girl friend both lived quite close so 
they used to go and inspect every 
wreck that was taken alongside the pier 
near where they lived. The stench was 
horrendous recalls Kirsti, and there 
really was not much to see except 
partly burned and rotting woodwork, 
broken dishes in the galley and so 
forth. But the excitement! 


None of the other young people in 
the neighbourhood were similarly 
interested; they went on to become 
schoolteachers and shopkeepers. But 
for Kirsti and her friend their interest 
was the push that eventually helped to 
send them both off to sea as wireless 
operators. As a _ teenager Kirsti 
remembers now and again meeting 
female Sparks off Norwegian and 
Swedish ships on the street in Nar- 
vik...and almost fainting with excite- 
ment. There was nothing else Kirsti- 
could think of that was more worth 
while doing and in 1955 she enrolled at 
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the Trondheim Maritime College to 
begin training as a ship’s radio opera- 
tor. This was the start of her 4aziv 
Begimmings. 


The sea-faring days reminisced in 
Down Memorys Lane begin as a 
20-year-old newly graduated Sparks 
aboard an old iron ore carrier sailing 
from the U.K to Liberia. Kirsti next 
saw service in another old ore carrier, 
this time enduring winter conditions 
on a run between Narvik and Belgium. 
But from then on she moved up to 
modern oil tankers which took her 
into warmer climes from the Red Sea 
to the South Pacific. 


A long way from the cold of 
northern Norway, Kirst has for a 
number of years made Norfolk Island 
her home...and this is where she and 
OM Jim hang their hats when they are 
not off to some exotic locale on 
another DX-pedition. 


To order ORV -A DXERS ’ LIFE 
FOR ME... just send a $20.00 money 
order In U.S. funds to Kirsti Jenkins- 
Smith, HIDI-Y Enterprises, P.O. Box 
90, Norfolk Island, Australia, 2899. 
Your copy should arrive in two to 
three weeks. By the way, this is Kirsti’s 
second book. Her first was Heard 
tsland Odyssey. I can heartily 
recommend both. Enjoy! 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Charles P. Krause, 1412-V, N7ESJ 


From: 719 Cypress Dr., (c/o Miller) 
Surfside Beach, SC 29578. 
To: Sailors Snug Harbor, P.O.Box 150 
Sea Level, NC 28577. 


Charles R. Galloway, 
WAoPDW. 


From: 2181 Kietzke Ln., Reno, NV 
89502. To: 251 Devere Way, 
Sparks, NV 89431-2311 


$115-TA, 


Two former Norwegian ship R/Os: 


Kari Young, VR6YL , Pitcairn 


Island, (L) visits Kirsti Jenkins-Smith, (R) VK9NL , on Norfolk Island. 


WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS 


A warm “Welcome Aboard” to the 
following who have joined SOWP since 
our last issue. 


Lawrence SPINAK, 5145-M, KI2L, 
3 Wilson Lane, Acton, MA 01720-3131 
FS: MV Sealand Navigator. 


Walter J. HAMILTON, 5146-V, 
8025 Gordon Dr., Indianapolis, IN 
46278-1317. FS: Stn. WUTY (AACS/ 
WW?) 


William A. SUGGS, 5147-V, W2RPH 
P.O. Box 35, Buena, NJ 08310-0035 


Edward D. WHEELER, 5148-V, 1734 
Blackmon Ct, Longwood, FL 32779 
FS: Sept. 1941, US Govt. Radio/WZN 


Thomas F. WILSON, 5149-M, 
40 Ely Circle, Windsor, CT 06095 


Juan Antonio Isla CASTILLO, 
5150-TA, EA7HAT P.O. Box 15357, 
Malaga, 29080 SPAIN 


Grant C. BEUTNER, 5151-V, 
W9BTH, 9605 N. Juniper Circle, 
Mequon, WI 53092. 


Harold LIVINGSTON, 5152-V, 
2417 Windward Circle, 
Westlake Village, CA 91361. 

Richard W. MERRILL, 5153-TA, 


W1QMK, 16 Manley St, Augusta, 
ME 04330-6817 
Earl STEVENS, 35 5--Y, . Ex/ 


KL7ZW, 220 South Juanita Ave., 


Redondo Beach, CA., 90277. 
1947: AACS 

Charles U. Kreamer, 5155-V, 
108 18th Street, Selinsgrove, PA., 


17870-1148 1946: AACS. 


Fou Ca 
EXPAND THIS LIST! 
Your Society needs more New 
Members. New application blanks are 


available from HQ. Sign up your 
friends and help us grow! 


"BOMBS" 


AWAY ! 


By Paul Rafford, NY4L 
(Relayed to the Beacon by Charlie Spencer, 4058-P, W8PQO) 


Now that the holiday activities are 
dying down I can find some time to 
write the letter I promised. It’s about 
the occasion when we nearly bombed 
one of the Weather Ships with a 
packet of newspapers and magazines. 


It was somewhere along the New- 
foundland/Azores route around 1945. 
We were flying in an Air Transport 
Command C-54, headed east, when the 
Captain decided it would be nice to 
provide the crew of the Weather Ship 
with fresh reading material. We gath- 
ered together all the spare magazines 
and latest newspapers we had on board 
and packed them in a water-proof bag. 
To this we attached one of the naviga- 
tor’s drift bombs so the crew would 
have no trouble locating it. 


The game plan was to have the ship 
advise us of our distances out by radar. 
We were cruising at about 7000 ft. so 
our navigator figured out when we 
should jettison our package. The drift 
bomb chute was under my feet at the 
radio operating position, so I got the 
duty of lifting up the cover and 
dropping in the bomb when _ the 
“bombs away” order came.from the 
navigator. 


When it did, I gave the bomb a 
strong push. But, lo and behold, it 
stuck half way down the chute. With 
the seconds ticking off, I leaped out of 
my chair pushing it back out of the 
way, folded up the operating table and 
fell to the deck. Then I reached down 
into the chute and gave the bomb a 
mighty shove. 


It finally departed from the aircraft 
but not until after a delay that seemed 
more like minutes than seconds. “Oh 
boy!”, I thought, “Now the darn thing 
will land at least a half mile away and 
they will never find it!” 


We monitored the VHF for about 45 
seconds waiting to hear the worst, 
when suddenly a yell came up from the 
ship. “You nearly hit us!” The bomb 
had landed just a few feet off the side 
and the VHF operator was able to give 
us a running account of the crew’s 
efforts to recover the package. They 
were struggling with boat hooks but it 
began to drift away. Then, one of the 
sailors could contain his enthusiasim 
no longer so went over the side. The 
rest of the crew now fished him out as 
he triumphantly clutched the package. 


“Where did you learn such precision 
bombing?”, came the question over 
the VHF. With that, our wise-guy ist 
Officer replied, “Eighth Air Force’l” 


We all gave him a dirty look because 
he knew as well as we did that it was 
only sheer dumb luck that we got as 
close as we did. However, we had to 
forgive him his pride in the Eighth Air 
Force. He had been a bomber pilot, 
shot down over France and escaped to 
Spain where he had been beaten in 
prison before the U.S. Government 
was able to recover him. He was 
honorably discharged and then quickly 
picked up by Pan Am who badly 
needed experienced multi-engine pilots 
to fulfill our Air Corps contract. 


Mr. Spencer, who sometimes puts 
on a cloak of anonymity and the 
nom-de-plume of Dr. Carlton Smertz, 
Technical Editor, offered this adden- 
dum to the preceding article: 


Once I was on a Coast Guard 
weather patrol vessel in the North 
Pacific. A B-29 in a nice humani- 
tarian gesture to relieve the awful 
boredom, elected to drop us a bag full 
of newspapers and girlie magazines. 


Only they didn’t do it from 7000 feet. 
They buzzed us at mast height. It 
scared the hell out of us and some- 
thing else out of the seaman on 
lookout in the crow’s nest. He 
whistled down the speaking tube that 
he needed to be relieved. Our unsym- 
pathetic Captain decided he already 
had, and directed that the seaman 
complete his two-hour watch. So we 
retrieved the floating bag with 
boathooks. 


“eu KE 


Shipboard Radio Officers Fight 
Telecomm - Reform Law 
Which Could End Their Jobs 


As this issue of the World Wireless 
Beacon is being readied for press, 
The Communications Act of 1934 is 
still on the books as the federal law 
which governs all telecommunications 
in the United States. Many, or even 
most Americans are probably unaware 
of its scope or existence. 


This venerable law brought the 
Federal Communications Commission 
into being. But today even staunch 
supporters of the 1934 Act agree that 
it needs to be changed. 


As of mid-September, 1995, both 
houses of Congress have passed tele- 
comm reform legislation. The next 
(See Telecomm - Page 15) 
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step is for a Conference Committee to 
iron out differences between the 
passed House bill, HR 1555, and the 
approved Senate bill, S652. If the 
Conference version is approved by 
both houses, it would then go to 
President Clinton. 


We quote excerpts from an article 
in West Coast Sailors, dated July 21, 
1995, published by the Sailors’ Union 
of the Pacific, San Francisco, CA: 


Radio operators aboard ship are 
fighting legislation that would repeal 
the law that requires their presence in 
U.S.-flag vessels. The repeal provision 
is part of the telecommunications 
reform bill now in the Senate. 


Ship operators say the radio officers 
are anachronisms because satellite 
technology and automation have repla- 
ced the Morse code of dots and dashes 
when vessels signal for help. 


Many nations, including those in 
Europe, no longer require their fleets 
to carry radio operators, and the U.S. 
Coast Guard no longer monitors the 
Morse code frequency. A Senate aide 
said that removing the $150,000 and 
$200,000 annual cost for each vessel 
would help the U.S. fleet be more 
competitive with lower-cost foreign-flag 
ships. 


The cost reflects the annua! salaries 
of two radio officers, who typically 
work six-month shifts. 


An official with American President 
Lines said “most of our foreign com- 
petition are already using the auto- 
matic distress system... which places an 
added burden on U.S.-flag carriers. 
We're faced again with the situation 
where two ships calling at U.S. ports 
berthed side by side have different 
requirements.” 


Even if the provision in the reform 
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legislation becomes law, radio officers 
won't disappear overnight. Most com- 
panies have signed long-term labor 
contracts that don’t expire until 1998, 


Two main unions representing about 
400 licensed radio officers say repeal- 
ing the section of the act containing 
the requirement is premature and 
would impede safety at sea. 


“The Coast Guard no longer moni- 
tors the distress frequency, but other 
ships do listen to it,” said attorney Ed 
Steinberg, who represents the 200- 
member American Radio Association. 


He said the internationally approved 
Global Maritime Distress and Safety 
System won’t be fully implemented 
until Feb. 1, 1999, and “many, many 
ships” still depend on Morse code 
communication. 


“When the Achille Lauro recently 
caught on fire, most of its sophistica- 
ted equipment was knocked out by the 
fire in the engine room,” Mr. Stein- 
berg said. “The ship went down, but 
the 1,000 passengers and crew on 
board were saved by passing ships who 
heard the distress call.” (Morse code 


Captain R.F. Burns visits Radio Room with no R/O on board! 
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was used in the early stages of the 
eight-hour distress emergency. -Editor) 


The Radio Officers Union, the other 
major union representing on-board 
communications workers, says the 
automated system will be welcomed 
when it is fully implemented and work- 
ing properly, but adds that the system 
currently has a false-alarm rate that 
hovers at the 90% level. 


Union officials say a system so 
flawed could lead overwhelmed ships 
to ignore a genuine distress call. 


ROU President Thomas Harper 
predicted that even if the legislation 
passes, radio officers will continue on 
board. 


“The ROU negotiated landmark 
contracts which completely rewrote the 
jurisdiction clauses covering most of 
the union’s ships,” Mr. Harper said. 
He said the contract anticipated 
changes in the law by “adding to the 
responsibilities of the radio officer and 
increasing the work performed.” 


(Thanks to Charles P. Krause, 1412-V, 
for assistance on this story. - Editor) 


SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 
those they held dear. 


BAKER., Glenn A.,_ 1472-M, 
K4KNS, Martinez, GA. No details. 


BROWN, James Harvey, 381-SGP, 
W6VH, Los Angeles, CA., heart 
problems, July 10, 1995, age 89. He was 
a city councilman for five years begin- 
ning in 1959. In 1964, Gov. Edmund G. 
(Pat) Brown, Sr., appointed him to the 
Los Angeles municipal court where he 
served until 1985. Before earning a law 
degree from Southwestern University, 
he was a seagoing radio officer and 
later worked as a disc jockey at radio 
stations KFOX and KGER. He earned 
an engineering degree from UCLA 
and was chief engineer at broadcast 
stations KFAC and KFVD. In 1937, 
Brown became master control super- 
visor for NBC. During World War II 
he was a Navy lieutenant in radar 
design at MIT and other research 
laboratories. After receiving his law 
degree, Brown served as president and 
attorney for the National Assn. of 
Broadcast Employees and Technicians. 
Judge Brown served as President of 
SOWP from 1980 to 1984. He was also 
a member of OOTC, QCWA and the 
Radio Club of America. He is survived 
by his wife, Margaret, a son, two 
sisters, 10 grandchildren and 12 great- 
grandchildren. (Reported by William 
E. Snow, 4186-V, W6UUC.) 


BURMAN, David H., 506-P, Port 
Angeles, WA., March, 1994. No other 
details. (Reported by Donald W. Alvis, 
Dixon, CA) 


CAMILLO, Matthew 0750-SGP, 
W2WB, Manalapan, NJ, Age 89, Died 
May 31, 1995. He was an engineer with 
CBS, New York for over 40 years, 
retiring in 1971. He was a Marine 


Corps and Coast Guard veteran of 
World War II. In addition to SOWP, 
Matty was a member of QCWA and 
VWOA. He was also a member of 
IBEW Local 1212, New York and the 
Masonic Lodge, Freehold, NJ. He was 
born in Italy and lived in Bergenfield, 
NJ before moving to Manalapan in 
1974. He is survived by Marian 
Camillo, his wife of 65 years, a son, 
two daughters and several grandchil- 
dren. (Reported by Earl Korf, 613- 
SGP, KIC). 


DeMEIS., Thomas _ B.,3750-V, 
K2TD, Delran, NJ April 10, 1995. 
Death due to stroke after gall bladder 
surgery. Age 68. He served as RO on 
at least eight American-flag vessels, 
beginning with SS Mission San Juan/ 
KUTH in 1945. His final seagoing 
assignment was from 1955 to 1959 on 
SS Cristobal/WCOQ. From 1959 TO 
1965 he was with Panama Radio/ 
WHZ70. First amateur call was 
W2ZHN in 1948 (Reported by D. 
Winter 2126-P, W2AUF and Earl 


Korf). 
FARTHING, E. Eugene, 1339-P, 


K4KHT, Ocala, FL. No details. 
(Report from QST, June 1995.) 


FIELD, Colbert T., 2391-V, 
Wo6VCK, Burlingame, CA. Mail retur- 
ned. First Sta: USAAF. 1943. United 
Airlines and Civil Air Patrol 1946 - 49. 
(Report from SOWP records and 
QCWA Journal, Summer 1995.) 


FUND, Stanley R. Jr. 1935-P, 
AB4GG, 86, Port Charlotte, FL., June 
10, 1995. Born April 26, 1909 and 
moved to Florida in 1975 from Silver 
Spring, MD. During his career in 
electronics and engineering he served 
American Airlines, Bendix Corp., the 
U.S. government, Johns Hopkins 
Applied Physics Laboratory and the 
Vitro Corp. He was an active member 
of First Presbyterian Church of Port 
Charlotte. He is survived by his wife, 


Barbara of 60 years, a daughter and a 
grand-daughter. 


GIBER, Sidney D., 4531-V, 
W1WYM, New Port Richey, FL. First 
Station, 1941, US Army Air Force, 
Bradley Field, Windsor Locks, CT. 
Others to 1945. (From SOWP records 
and QCWA Journal, Summer, 1995.) 


HADLEY, Edwin W., 2339-V, 
WI1EXD, Orrington, ME. FS: 1944 SS 
Ernest W. Gibson and seven other 
ships from 1946 to 1952 when his last 
vessel was SS Black Point II. First 
amateur call WIERO, 1932. (This 
report from SOWP records and 
QCWA Journal, Summer, 1995) 


HARRISON, Roy K., 3230-P, 
AA6W, Sherman Oaks, CA. FS: 1937- 
USS California/NAFT; USS OKLA- 
HOMA/NADN; 1939-40 USS NEW 
MEXICO/NEVN; 1944-45 382ND 
ASG (CBI)USAF. 1st ham call 
WB6CRL, 1975. AA6W 1978 M- 
ARRL, Lockheed ARC. (-QST, 6/95) 


HORNER, Douglas H., 4370-V, 
WSPH, July 9, 1995, Dayton OH. Age 
74. First Station - US Army Signal 
Corps, Washington, DC, 1943. His 
wife, Beulah, died in 1994. He is 
survived by 4 children. He was a 
broadcast station engineer in Peoria, 
IL and worked for Collins Radio in 
amateur radio customer relations. 
Moving to Ohio about 1975, he was 
employed by University Regional 
Broadcasting (public TV) until 1982 
when he began to represent Drake 
amateur radio sales. He provided tech- 
nical support for high school TV 
stations at Miamisburg and for Ketter- 
ing, OH until his death. He was 
president of Southwest Ohio Chapter 
of QCWA several times. At his death 
he was very active in packet, VHF and 
HF amateur radio and was Manager of 
the ARRL Ohio Section Bulletin. 


JORDAN, W. F., 605-SGP, May 15, 
1995, Mountain View, CA. Age 90. 
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Born June 15, 1904 in Dorchester, 
MA., he went to sea as a wireless 
operator in 1920 while still a teen-ager. 
After three years at sea, he became an 
audio engineer at WEAF, New York. 
In 1928 he was engineer-in-charge of 
the first broadcasts of the NBC radio 
network. In 1928, William became an 
audio engineer for Movietone News, 
which made newsreels of world news 
shown in theaters. Assigned to Italy in 
1929, he covered the rise of Mussolini, 
and was part of the first news crew 
permitted to film inside the Vatican. 
His experiences were documented in 
books such as “Newsreel Man” and in 
columns by his lifelong friend, Lowell 
Thomas.. He is survived by a son, two 
daughters, 11 grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. In addition to 
SOWP, he was a fellow in the Audio 
Engineering Society, the Society of 
Motion Picture Engineers and a mem- 
ber of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical and Stage Employees. 
(Reported by his son, William F. 
Jordan, Jr.) 


KOFFKE, Clark F., 1274-P, KBOB, 
83, Grand Island, NE., died June 25, 
1995 after a lengthy illness. He was 
born July 11, 1911 in Reading, PA and 
graduated from high school there.. He 
joined the U.S. Navy and served from 
1934 to 1938 as a radio operator. He 
began work with the Federal Com- 
munications Commission in 1940. He 
was married in Lexington, KY on 
August 12, 1944 and worked in Kings- 
ville, TX and Belfast, ME before 
moving to Grand Island in Deocombor, 
1951. His wife died in February, 1987. 
Mr. Koffke retired from FCC in 1978, 
having achieved a record for length of 
service. In addition to SOWP, he was a 
member of ARRL, QCWA and 
OOTC. He is survived by two daught- 
ers, three sisters and several grandchil- 
dren. (Reported by John McKinney, 
1001-P, WOAP) 


McMILLAN, David G., 4831-V, 
VE3MIM, Cobourg, Ont, Canada, 
June 3, 1995. His death resulted from 
heart problems, compounded by other 
complications following a lengthy ill- 
ness. Even though confined to his bed 
for several years, he worked on and 
polished his sea-faring memoirs whene- 
ver his strength permitted. He had a 
keen mind and sharp wit and enjoyed 
writing and recalling his years as a 
ship’s Sparks. Readers will remember 
his humorous stories published in this 
newsletter. Last year his manuscript 
for Seven Years Between Masts was 
accepted by Cordillera Publishers and 
went to press in June, 1995 shortly 
after his passing. (From a report by 
Mrs. Marilyn McMillan and Mrs. Olive 
J. Roeckner.) 


QUEREAU, Brenneman F., 717-P, 
WOBY, Boulder, CO. August 24, 1995. 
Heart problems. Age 91. Partially reco- 
vered from a stroke of a few years ago. 
Report by R.F. Bowker, 860-P, K6QT) 


THOMAS, Vernon H., 2243-P, 
KB2YR, Haddon Heights, NJ. No 
details. 


VORE, Geoffrey S., 4396-V, 
W9OBJ, Sister Bay, WI. First assign- 
ment: Air Command - Burma in WW 
II. Life Member ARRL and SOWP. 
No other details. (SOWP records and 
OST, July, 1995) 


WALKER, George S.D., 4062-P, 
K3EZJ, Perryville, MD., mail returned. 
No details. 


WENTZEL, Amandus G. “BB” 
Jr., 5229-TA, W2HX, Trenton, NJ., 
August 28, 1995 at age 91 after a long 
illness. Born in Philadelphia, he resided 
in Trenton since 1912. He was a 
graduate of the Trenton school sys- 
tem. He completed a four-year techni- 
cal course, mainly electrical engineer- 
ing at Mercer County Community 
College. He taught electrical engineer- 
ing laboratory there for 36 years. 


During World War II he was a field 
engineer with the Aluminum Company 
of America and later joined Palmer 
Labs at Princeton University for tele- 
metering of unmanned missiles and 
aircraft. While at Princeton, he desig- 
ned and built the transmitter for 
measuring the pressure of the atomic 
bomb test drop at Bikini Atoll. He 
formed an engineering firm, Applied 
Science Corp. of Princeton, which 
grew to 400 employees. Later he was 
supervisor for 18 years of the Mercer 
County Radio System which served the 
highway department, airport and 
sheriff's department. Mr. Wentzel was 
one of the nation’s oldest radio ama- 
teurs, first licensed in 1919. He was the 
oldest continuous member since 1922 
of the Engineers Club of Trenton, a 
life member of IEEE, AMSAT, 
SOWP, QCWA, DVRA of Trenton 
and was also a Fellow of the Radio 
Club of America. He was a Charter 
Member of the Pickerill Chapter of 
SOWP. (Reported by Earl W. Korf) 


WILLIAMS, Harvey G., 3292-V, 
W2FFU, Starke, FL., May, 1995. No 
other details. (Reported by daughter, 
Lauri S. Allen) 


ZAFFT, Albert H., 1400-SGP, 89, of 
Connecticut and formerly of Quincy 
United Methodist Home, Waynes- 
boro, PA., died August 10, 1995, in 
the Connecticut home of his niece with 
whom he resided. Bom May 17, 1906, 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., he was the eldest of 
four children and the son of German 
immigrants. He had lived in Quincy 
Home for two years until September 
1994. He had previously lived in Lei- 
sure Village in Lakewood, N.J. 


Working at age 16, he was an evening 
student at RCA Technical Institute in 
New York City. At 18, he began a 
career lasting almost 50 years as a 
radio officer aboard ships. During 
World War II, Mr. Zafft was designa- 
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Announcing - the Annual SOWP 
International QSO Roundup 


December 7 - 9, 1995 


The Annual SOWP International CW Roundup has become an event of great popularity among our members, providing a 
reunion among ourselves near the Holiday Season. In addition, the affair has proven to be an excellent public relations 
exercise, extending worldwide. 


DATE/TIME: The Roundup will begin at 1901 Eastern Standard Time, Thursday, December 7, 1995 (0001 UTC December 
8) and will end 51 hours later at 2200 EST, Saturday, December 9, 1995, (0300 UTC Sunday, December 10). This time period 
accomodates members who are unable to participate on weekdays (Wed., Thur., Friday only) including our overseas 
members. No participant should feel compelled to operate for a period longer or shorter than he or she wishes. 


FREQUENCIES: Five amateur bands, 3.5 mHz; 7 mHz; 14 mHz; 21 mHz; and 28 mHz will be used. A ten (10) kHz portion 
is allocated at 50 to 60 kHz up from the low end of the bands. Example: 7,050 kHz to 7,060 kHz. Note: Listen for “DX” 
stations +/- 5 kHz above and/or below these segments. 


MESSAGE EXCHANGE: Message content shall be as follows: 
NR. Your SOWP membership number without suffix: (M, V, P, SGP , etc.) 
Your First name or Nickname 
Location: Your State, Province or Country 
EXAMPLE: NR 783 W4HU John VA (Sent) 
NR 2581 W4ZC Jack MD (Rec’d) 
NOTE: NO CONTACT or QSO NUMBERS SHOULD BE SENT. 


SCORING: Each completed exchange with another SOWP member will count ONE (1) POINT. However, if you contact the 
same station on three (3) or more bands, add three (3) points to your overall total point score for each station so contacted. 
We encourage greater use of 3.5 mHz and 7 mHz. Look for contacts on those bands during the first 15 minutes of each hour 
during band openings. 


LOGS: Please make up your own log sheets. Include columns for: 


1. Band Used. 2. Date/time of QSO. 3. SOWP Nr. received. 4. Call of Station Worked. 5. Operator’s name. 6. Name of State, 
Province or Country. 


The heading of your log sheet should show your own call sign and the text of the message you transmitted for each exchange. 
For example - ( NR 881 W8TP Ted OH). Your completed log sheets should be forwarded to our Vice President for Awards, 
Jonn H. Swafford, W4HU, 2025 N. Kensington St, Arlington, VA 22205 USA by January 15, 1996. 


AWARDS: Certificates will be presented to the top seven scorers indicating their positions. Certificates of Participation will 
be sent to all who submit logs showing five (5) or more contacts. 


WE HOPE MANY, MANY SOWP MEMBERS WITH AMATEUR STATIONS WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE SPIRIT 
OF FELLOWSHIP IN THIS GET TOGETHER EVENT. We encourage extended exchanges between members, rather than 
mere “contesting”. - 73 and good luck- 


Your 1995 SOWP ROUNDUP COMMITTEE: 
John Swafford, 783-V, W4HU, Chairman; Jack Kelleher, 2581-P, W4ZC, President, SOWP; Ted Phelps, 881-P, W8IP 


SOWP NETS & SCHEDULES / UTC 


EFFECTIVE 29 OCT. 1995 THROUGH 31 MARCH, 1996 - (STANDARD TIME IN NORTH AMERICA) 
NET NAME DAY TIME (UTC) FREQ. NCS ANCS 
VANCOUVER B.C. Daily 1715- 147.54 VET7AAT-Art VE7YL- 

1800 FM SPX Elizabeth 
HAPPY HOUR(No.Calif) M-F 0100 3947.5 W6TQU-Hap KD6HO-Chas. 
(SSB) 
PICKERILL Start MON 1500 FM 146.97 W2EEQ-Russ (Mt. Carmel ) 
Ed OSsY , a FM 145.135 (Don Masten Memorial Net) 
INLAND SEAS TUE Q000 7040 W8FEC-Art W8PQO- "SP" 
x TUE 01200 3555 W8FEC-Art W8PQO- "SP" 
CAPITAL AREA (SSB) TUE 1500 3966 W4HU-John+ W4ZC-Jack+ 
+NCS alternates each week+ 
H.K.WARNER MEMORIAL TUE 1500 14058 W8CCN-Tom 
TRANSCONTINENTAL NET 
SOUTHWESTERN TUE 1530 7055 W5SRM - Pres 
JACK BINNS WED 0400 3555 VET7KWK- Keith 
OSCAR HARRISON MEM. THU 1500 14058 W@AP- Mac 
TRANSCONTINENTAL NET 
RICHARD JOHNSTONE FRI 0400 3555 W7FLF-Tuck W6EJB-John 
(Pacific Coast) ROLL CALL BULLETINS 
CAPITAL AREA SAT 1400 3665 W4HU-John+ W4ZC-Jack+ 
+NCS alternates each week+ 
YANKEE EAST COAST SAT 1430 7040 KA2ZNE-Bob W8FEC-Art 
SWISS (Edelweiss) SUN Q915 7027 DJ@OOS-Cliff HB9OBYO- 
Harald 
YANKEE/E.COAST(SSB) SUN 1830 7230 AA2FJ-Les 
SOUTHEASTERN SUN 1900 7055 K4HDV-Dan N4PS-Sam 


Most of these nets maintain the same local starting time throughout the year. 
From April through October they begin one hour earlier by the UTC clock. 


- SOWP HIGH SPEED CODE PRACTICE and CERTIFICATION TEST SCHEDULES - 
George Hart, W1INJM, regularly conducts high speed practice and certification 
tests sponsored by SOWP throughout the year on Monday and Thursday at 9130 
UTC on 3523 and 7023 kHz. From December through April, the schedule is main- 
tained from WINJM/4. Certification tests are held on the first Monday (UTC) 
in May and November at 9130 UTC. On the practice runs, speeds are from 20-65 
wpm in various increments, decrements and sequences as announced by WI1NUM. 
W. Conley Smith, K6DYX, has two runs each week on 7025 kHz at 90330 UTC Monday 
and Thursday. Rob Griffin, AB6YR will be Smitty’s backup. Speeds for the 
certification tests are from 4@ through 60 wpm in 5 wpm steps. 


Note: Send changes/corrections to the Editor, Ted Phelps, W8TP, at 
6289 Olde Orchard Dr., Columbus, OH 43213 -3416. Tel: (614)-866-6289. 


SILENT KEYS - From Page 17 


ted a lieutenant in the Merchant 
Marine by the U.S. Coast Guard. In 
1942, his ship, the SS Mormacmoon 
was under constant subrnarine alert 
on its voyage to South Africa. It 
continued to Egypt where it became 
one of four “fast” merchant ships (17 
knots or better) escorted by more than 
20 British naval vessels in the first 
convoy from the eastem Mediter- 
ranean to Malta. After leaving its own 
air support, the ships were under 
heavy attack by German aircraft. While 
the escort vessels were not so for- 
tunate, the merchantmen were able to 
deliver their supplies of food, muni- 
tions and fuel, enabling Malta to 
become an important station in the 
Allied war effort. Mr. Zafft received 
War Zone medals for serv ice in the 
Mediterranean/Middle East, the Atlan- 
tic and the Pacific areas, and the 


Merchant Marine Defense and Com- 
bat medals. 


He was a life member of the 
Veterans Wireless Operators Associa- 
tion, the Society of Wireless Pioneers 
and the American Radio Association. 
Mr. Zafft is survived by a brother, 
William Zafft of Waynesboro; PA.,and 
a niece, Laura Z Remmers of Con- 
necticut. He was preceded in death by 
a brother, John Zafft in 1952; and a 
sister, Ann Lee in February 1993. 
Burial was in a farnily plot in Connec- 
ticut.. (Reported in ARA press broad- 
cast and by William Zafft.) 


NOMINATIONS NEEDED 


Do yourself and SOWP a favor. 
Send your nominations for our 
upcoming election to a member of 
the Nominating Committee. 
Addresses are on page 2. - Thanks. 


"Thank You” - from Page 8 


of the hard-working, selfless staff who — 


keep the good ship SOWP afloat. May 
GOD bless each and every one of you 
fine gentlemen including those who 


have gone on to ready a place for the 


rest of us in The Chapter Eternal. 
Best wishes always, 
Kemper H. Righter, 3562-M 


EDITOR’s CORNER 


Thanks to all those who sent in 
stories, letters and articles for this 
issue. We wouldn’t be here except for 
your help. Some letter-writers need to 
hear from you, too. Life can be lonely. 


Credits: USCG AMVER Bulletin 
No. 2-95 for the Achille Laurd 
GMDSS correspondence and photo; 
ARRL for the previously authorized 
story about Eddie Kincaide. -73, Editor 
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